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Grassroots awareness

he government might show apathy to-
wands zex edocation in school bas
AWArensess ms start 4 the grasspocds,
It 15 the reason why represeniatives of
two MG, Sukriti Kolkata Foundatfon
and Lions Clubs International, felf the reed tovisis
100 2eihals in and around the ety over the past 15
manths (o ralse swareness on ATDS.

The students of each school were asked to write
sioried (o spresd awareness about the disests.
Short filma mode on adapintions of three of
l;'rhn:i:lmrlﬂ wwere Sereersed o city hall on Octe-

Th Initlative was ik aftor surveys riveabed
that msaat students In fhi city are Ipnorant about
HIV and AIDS and often indulps in wnssfe ex
Some of theso confessions were also screened on
Sunday with the fzce of ihe students Blurred and
oo distorted. “T would certainky have used pro-
tection had T Enown of the consequences, ™ admbts a
high school student in the presentation.

Members of the NG0s med whth stHT resistance |
at pepubed clby schoots whien they tabisd their prod- |
ect while many lesser-known schools were recep-
thve of the kdea.

“We were asked fo Teave midway through cur
peeseniation in somie schoeds e words e ATDE"
and “eondom” were consldered taboos there.” 254
Abhishek sinha Boy of Sukritl

It 5 at this point that the organisers dechdad o
ke on Sabyasachi Chakeabarly as the anchor for
b pudbo-vEsund presoniation, *He i Peluda o sa-
derits and 30 when he gpoke on soreen, they 1
tened. The school autherities were more lenlent
fo0,” sakd Sinka Row

A 10-mabnute Mim called Chera, My Litnk Angel,
Baded an @ story by Sroyashee Halder of Hartlex's
High Scheol was hndged the best, Her $tory was
abocant littbe Clara who conieacted AIDS through the
blood her mother received at the time of delivers
Clara, all of nite yexrs and full of 1ife, dies sudden-
Iy at the end of the film. The death jolts the and:.
ence that does not know that she had ATDS.
Wpﬂzﬁ upa rewand of Re 7500000 her of-

The second peice was bagped by Zia Taofeer a
Class X atudent of Howrah Hat High Madrasah. In
Zia's story; the protaponlst, a bright student, comes
mgrq&r:m n'mn;: vi]la.p:glurrd I'allﬂgll'rcﬁﬂ;uwﬂ
i buredy ks, Ho goes to his village
with AL,

Thede two [1ims as woll ns the thind, based on the
story by Tushar Soha of Class X1, Behala High
Sehoal, which deals with contaminatbon from sv- 2
ringes used for taking drogs, also
el with the sufferings of the fami-
Ibes and near anes of HIV-positive
patients and AIDS victms.
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